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D iane O'Dell Strickler

Former DuPont Director

Diane O’Dell Strickler, age 73, of Rehoboth Beach, DE, passed away peacefully on April 25, 2016,

after a stoic battle with brain cancer.

Born and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Diane made Delaware her home for over 50 years.
She and her beloved husband, Ed, first moved to Wilmington in 1964 after a whirlwind courtship

that started with a blind date. They arrived with only $20 and two old dressers to their name. The
very definition of pulling yourself up by your own bootstraps, Diane started her first job at

Phoenix Steel and quickly became the data processing supervisor. After she took time off to raise
her family, Diane entered the work force once again in 1982 and had a very successful career at
DuPont. She started out as a temporary programmer and, through hard work and innate talent,

rose to the Director of Information Systems.

Upon retirement, she and Ed made Rehoboth Beach their home, eventually spending their
winters in Ft. Myers, Florida. Never one to keep still for long, Diane made the most of her

retirement by becoming a CASA volunteer for abused and neglected children and joining the
Board of Directors of Rehoboth Beach Country Club. There was still time for leisure, though, and

Diane indulged in many of her loves: spending time with her grandchildren, reading, cooking,
Pilates, and playing trivia. The breadth of her trivia knowledge was truly astounding, and even
until the very end of her life, she was able to shout out most of the answers on Jeopardy.

Diane’s dedication to her family was second to none, always putting her family’s needs before her
own to make sure those around her were loved and cared for first. She somehow made being a

mother and wife with a full time job seem effortless. She will be dearly missed by her husband of
52 years, Edward Strickler; her daughters, Kirsten Scoggin (Charles) and Catherine Gaul
(Christopher); and her grandchildren, Eliza, Charlie, Delaney and Henry.
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By every measure Diane led a very successful and fulfilling life, and her friends and former
colleagues are invited to come celebrate her life at a Requiem Eucharist and reception to be held

on Monday, May 2, 2016 at 11:00 a.m., at Christ Church Christiana Hundred, 505 E. Buck Road,
Wilmington, Delaware 19807.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that contributions be made to Friends of Sussex CASA, P.O. Box
304, Milton, DE 19968, or Delaware Hospice, 100 Patriots Way, Milford, DE 19963.

Please sign Mrs. Strickler's online guestbook located on this site.

FLORIST NOTE: PLEASE HAVE ALL FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS DELIVERED BY 3 PM,
SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2016 TO PARSELL FUNERAL HOMES, LEWES, DE.
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Memorial Service

Christ Episcopal Church, Christiana

Hundred

505 E. Buck Road, Wilmington DE 19807
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VB Vicki Brown posted:

Diane was a light shining brightly on earth as she is in heaven. The memory of her wisdom,

kindness, humor, quick wit, enthusiasm and generosity will be a great inspiration for the rest of my

days. Many blessings to all her loved ones. - Vicki Brown

August 10 at 6:32 PM

RJ Rich And Jean lit a candle in honor of Diane.

April 28 at 11:58 AM

AC Art Chisholm  posted:

4/28/2016Ed and familyVery sorry for your loss. Diane was a very special person. She was always

smiling, warm and friendly, and could turn on the focus and lead many of us with laser like vision. I

worked many years with her and hired her into DuPont in the early 80's. What a prize!!!!Two stories

---Within a week or two after she was hired, we had a meeting with several people and

refreshments. At the first break, I left the room for a moment and returned to find Diane walking

around the meeting room with a tray of donuts serving them to the attendees. I walked over to her

and whispered, " Diane,your Mother would be very proud of you, but put the #$@#@%^ tray

down!!Diane christened my wife Kay with a name that has stuck. Some people, Diane among

them, and wrongly so, saw me at times to be impatient and suffering fools very badly. She

therefore anointed Kay, Saint Kay!!!!! Many have followed her lead to this day.Kay and I will greatly

miss her. She was a wonderful person, coworker, and friend. We were blessed to have her in our

lives ----SincerelyArt & Kay Chisholm

April 28 at 3:45 AM

RK Rich And Ann Kwarta  lit a candle in honor of Diane.

April 26 at 11:43 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Diane by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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